The walk covers mainly flat
ground across surfaced and
un-surfaced footpaths. There
is a possibility you may
encounter some livestock,
and the un-surfaced paths
may get muddy following a
spell of wet weather. The
overall distance of the walk is
5Km (3 miles).

Alveston

Alveston stands on a ridge of high ground

325 feet above sea level, with magnificent
views over the Severn Valley. It has been
inhabited as far back as the Stone Age, as
indicated by relics of the past such as the
tumulus near Vattingstone Lane.

The name derives from ‘Alwihs Stone’,
probably associated with a megalithic
stone.
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Directions

1. The walk starts from the Jubilee Hall. Edward Bush gave
the Jubilee Hall and 4 acres of land to the village in the year of
Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee in 1897. The ‘Limekiln Field’
was added in 1938 by Edward’s nephew and heir Graham Bush.

Walk up Greenhill road and turn into a bridleway on your left.
Halfway across the field turn right and descend down a track to
Wolfridge Ride, cross the road and continue up Wolfridge Lane
into the Square.

2. Inthe square is a collection of houses and workshops
mainly built in the mid 1800’s on ‘waste land’, which formerly
belonged to the Lord of the Manor. The two older houses at
the end of the lane on your right were built in the 1930’s on
the ‘drying ground’ of the next-door laundry. Wolfridge Lane
was mentioned in a Saxon Charter as a boundary between the
Parishes of Olveston and Alveston.

On the left is “The White Cottage’ a former dressmaker's
workroom, for the lady who lived in the cottage on the opposite
side of the lane. The next two cottages on the left are the oldest
ones in the square. A little further on is one of the remaining
village pumps. Until 1930 this was a well and buckets of water
had to be dipped.

Ivy Cottage at the bottom of the hill has a two storey stone
workshop which was built by the Chambers family for
shoemaking. Three generations of the family carried on

the tradition although in later years as shoe making became
industrialised, shoes were only mended and not made. Take a
little time and look around the ancient heart of Alveston.

3. From the square walk into The Down, again an older street
of Alveston.

The house on the right hand side of the road is now called ‘The
Old Smithy’, one of the five originally in the village. This former
blacksmith’s shop was the home and workshop of the Clark
family, now a private house.
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On the left hand side is a house dated 1870, which was
once the village bakery and general stores, until 1984 when
it became a private house. Before the English family took
over the business, it was owned by Charles Higgins who
built the new front in 1870. He was a butcher and general
store keeper, and also a Preacher. He was one of the men
who built the chapel next door in the 1860’s (Now a family
home). This replaced a small iron-roofed primitive Chapel
on the opposite side of the road, where there is now a
small graveyard. Charles Higgins, his two wives and two of
his children are buried here.

The English family bought the Bakery from Charles Higgins’
widow and continued the Bakery for nearly 100 years.
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Until 1955 there were two quarries here; the village quarry and
one owned by the Turnpike Trust used for mending the roads.
Alveston also had a number of large quarries, one behind the
Cross Hands and another on Greenhill; all now are built over.

4. At the top of the road before the Cross Hands Public House
turn right by the children’s play ground and follow the path to
join Down Road, carry on this road until the T junction with
Thornbury Road opposite the Ship Inn.

The Ship was a coaching inn. Dating back to the 16th Century,
It stands on the cross roads of the Bristol to Gloucester roads
and the road from the Severn. A meeting place for people
over the years, Edward Jenner and his friends called their club
the Convivio-Medical Society. Sir Christopher Willoughby and
his tenants discussed enclosing the open fields, and how to
prosecute those persons who had already planted hedges etc.

The field next door to The Ship was first rolled out as a cricket
pitch by Edward Mills Grace (brother of W.G) Thornbury Doctor
& Coroner in 1860. Still used by Thornbury Cricket Club today.

5. Turn right towards the A38. Cross the A38 at the traffic
lights, but take care, as the lights for traffic flow cannot be seen
from this position. Once across the road turn into The Street.

6. Note the pillar-box on the left

of the hedge. It is all that remains of
Alveston’s first Post Office, demolished
in 1930 when the road was altered, and
traffic to Gloucester no longer had to
turn the corner via The Ship.

On the left hand side is one of the oldest Alveston houses with
a date stone. William Edwards and his wife are believed to have
built part of the house. It is mentioned in an early survey after
the Civil War and in a later one of 1800. It is mentioned that the
thatch on the rear was in bad condition.

Continue along the street noting Lilac Cottage on your right hand
side, another early Blacksmith’s shop, now a private house.
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7. Walk along the road and stop before turning left into
New Lane. Across the field to the right there is a large
house called The Grove. This was the Bush family home,
inherited by William Bush from his Whittington ancestors.
He married in Alveston in 1813. His nephew Edward lived
here from 1840 until he died in 1908 and was succeeded by
his nephew Graham Bush who died in 1940.

Edward was one of 15 children; he had an older brother
Thomas who lived at The Loans, Alveston. Thomas was
involved with other partnerships notably building the
engines for Brunel’s dredger commemorated by a brass
plaque on the deck of The SS Great Britain. As T & E Bush
they built the pumping engines for the collieries at Coalpit
Heath. The house has also been the home of two other
Bristol shipbuilders.
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Opposite The Grove, where The Street becomes Shellards Lane,
is Alveston Old House. Owned by Henry King and his family of
Bristol merchants from the mid 1700s. The house was rented in
1813 by John Leonard Knapp, who lived here until his death in
1845. He wrote a series of articles about Alveston and its natural
history, published as ‘Journal of a Naturalist’, describing the
views of the Severn and life in the area.

8. A sshort way up New Lane a footpath crosses the road, turn
right onto a track with a hedge on your right and walk through
the countryside. Ignore all side tracks go through several gates
and head for the corner of the wood. Go through the kissing
gate that takes you through the wood. Continue alongside the
hedge where over to the left Tytherington quarry works can be
seen. Through another gate and turn right into Dodsmoor Lane,
an ancient track.

9. Atthe end of Dodsmoor Lane go through the gate, cross
the road and turn left up the track to the field. Turn right and
walk alongside the hedge on your right. Go through 3 kissing
gates to the end of the 4th field and turn right through an old
kissing gate to exit into Forty Acre Lane.

10. At the junction with the A38 cross over just opposite St.
Helen’s Church.

St. Helen’s Church and School were built in 1885 to replace the
old church at Rudgeway, which was in a dilapidated condition
and considered to be too far away from the centre of the village.
Mr Edward Bush and his
brother Thomas paid two-
thirds of its cost. A new
primary school was also built
on church land to replace
the original at Rudgeway and
opened in 1965. Proceed
through the churchyard out
into Greenhill Road and back
to the Jubilee Hall.
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